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PROGRAMME FOR THE WEEK

Belasco.“House of a Thousand Candles”

The National..... o Wi sam Bernard
The Columbia... ...... ..“Mrs, Wiggs"”
DRSS, oo n o n 2 s Polite Vaudeville

Majestic. .. %x Child Shall Lead Them”

Academy. .. “The Hired Girl’'s Millions™
The Lyceum......... a2 m i) Burlesque
The Gayety....... e e Burlesque

The English National Theater.

At the same time that there is a grow-
ing sentiment that the American stage is
steadlly on the decline, owing not only
to changes in the public taste, but also
to the fact that there seem to be no ac-
tors nowadays worthy of filling the high
places vacant, there crops up, every now
and again, talk of the possibillty of
founding a national theater in America.
Weather this movement is ever to crys-
talize and take form is a matter for the
future to tell, but no lover of the drama
but must wish most sincerely that some-
thing might be done to foster an art
than which none has a wider Influence
or more direct appeal tc the people.

In England, where the movement to-

ward the establishment of a national
theater has been under discussion for a
great number of years, it would seem

that at last a practical result is in sight,
and funds are now being raised to carry
out a scheme, which had the approval
¢f 8ir Henry Irving, Sir Squire Ban-
croft, Mrs. D'Oyly Carte, John Hare,
Henry Arthur Jones, and Arthur Wing
Pinero. It is proposed to secure a site
to cost not less than $350,000, on which
a theater bullding to cost $:25,000 is to be

erected. A guarantee fund of $750,000 Is
elso to be provided. The amount re-
quired to start the project is $1,650,000.

As the scheme is outlined the English
Natlonal Theater is to be managed by a
board of trustees of fifteen members.
The Universities of Oxford, Cambridge,
end London would be allowed to nom!-
nate one member each; two members
would be nominated by the county coun-
cll, and the remaining nine by the donor
or donors of the site and building. The
trustees would appoint a director and a
general staff. The director would have
contrel of everything in connection with
the engagement of actors, the casting of
parts, and so, but he would have noth-
ing to do with the selection of plays,
which would be left to a literary man-
ager. The finances would be cared for
by a bus S manager.
be accep

No play would
d that was not read and passed
by a reading committee of three.

The company of the national
is to consist of forty-two
twenty-four actresses, their

theater
actors and
salaries con-
sisting partly of a fxed annual salary
and partly of fees paid for each per-
formance. Each regular member of the
company would be engaged for three
years, and it is figured that the salary
list, including Supermaster and supernu-
meraries, would amount to $140,000.

Says the Era, “The

Standing reper-
torie of the theater would Include select-
ed plays from Shakespeare, Ben John-

son's . ‘Every Man in His Humor," Con-
grieve's ‘Love for Love,’ ‘Money," ‘Caste,’
“Trelawney of the Wells,” and translations
of Moliere’s ‘Don Juan' and ‘Francillon,’
Brieux’'s ‘Robe Rouge.’ Sudermann's ‘Jo-
hannisfeuer,” and “Pelleas and Me lisande,”

Mr. Frederick Fenn's ‘Judged by Ap-
pearances,” and Sudermann’s ‘Fritz-
schen,’ "

So far, indeed, has the plan for the
establishment of a national theater {n

England gone! The scheme has awaited
the rich donor for many years, and he
has not dispiayed himself, and now it is
proposed to ask for popular subscriptions
at ¥ aplece, and if these flow in in suffi-
clent quantities the plan will
out.

be carried
It is a fine ideal, and it Is to be
hoped that it will succeed, for a national
theater established in England would
give a fine impetus to the establishment
of a similar enterprise on this side of
the water,

Maude Adams has been invited by the
faculty of arts and sciences of Har-
vard University to give two performances
in Saunders Theater next June. The first
play to be given will be “The Jesters,"””

Miss Hook of Holland.

To all who saw “Miss Hook, of Hol-
land," at the Columbia Theater during
the week considerable interest must at-
tach to its apearance in New York, which
will be on AMonday night, for there iz a
world of difference of opinlon as to its
merits and demerits. It is hard to be-
lieve that this Reuben’'s musical comedy
is the same which had so long and suc-
cessful run in London, but it
reports are to Dbelleved, it little
changed from the original. The general
opinion seems to be that the piece is too
slow, in its present condition, suit
the American taste, and this fault, if
fault it is, must be obviated quickly or
the plece is lost. Mr. Alf Hayman spent
the greater part of the week in Wi
Ington on behalf of his own and

is, and, if

is

to

Mr.
Charles Frohman's interests, and it was
a week of frequent rehearsals and hard

work—work whose results were
perceptible. In an effort to lift up the
first act, which, as it was seen Mon-
day night, was little short of funerial,
the eccentric dance of Mr, Al. Leech was
shifted from the second act Into the first,
and this helped a little; but, as there was
nothing to take its place In the second
act, it was rather a case of robbing Peter
to pay Paul

Mr. Hayman is a great stickler for what
is known as “atmosphere,” and because
the scene of this musical piece Is laid
in Holland, he rather thinks that some-
thing of the sleepy nature of the place
should be indicated. The audiences who
saw the piece were rather of the opinion
that the prime function of a musical
comedy is to be funny, and sleepiness and
fun do not seem to go well together. In
London “Miss Hook of Holland” enjoyed

hardly

the advantage of one or two clever
comedians, and Huntley Wright, who

plays the principal part over there,
great popular favorite. Mr. Al. Leech, who
has the principal comedy role here, is—
theére can be no doubt about it—a faiiure
in the part. It is true that he has mighty
little to do, and the author has not been
any too generous in giving him comedy
lines, but a natural comedian would ex-
tract a good many more laughs than Mr.
Leech is able to do, out of the situations
that exist. As It Is now, the only time
that Mr. Leech's presence on the stage
is felt, is when he is doing his old-time
vaudeville speclalty, and this is rather
dragged in by the heels. Another distinct
fallure in the cast is Mr. Mostyn, who,
in splite of the fact that he is supposed
to be a characteristic Hollander, Insists
on playing the part with a broad cockney
dialect. He speaks of his “ 'eart,” and of
“Miss 'o0k,” and seems to think that the
audience ought to laugh at this perver-
sion of the English language.

The work of the feminine members of

is a

the company was in distinet contrast to
that of the men; they played lightly aad
with grace, sang well, danced prettily,
and worked very hard to put some ginger
into the thing. Miss Christie McDonald
certainly carried her share of the load,
and Miss Georgle Caine is sure to find
herself In demand for.her clever work,

especially in her “petticoat” song, one
of the real numbers of the plece.
The great pity about “Miss Hook of

Holland,” is that it suggests such brii-
liant possibilities, and these are taken
advantage of so inaptly. Even now the

piece cries aloud for the touch of the
skilled producer, some clever stage
craftsman who can fill in the blank

spaces, put in a comedy situation or two
and some dizlogue, and work up the “‘ef-
fects”” of some of the numbers that are
aiready there. Scenically the play is all
that one could wish for, and the chorus
is bright, capable, and of good singing
voice. Without the good work of the
chorus in the ensemble numbers, *“Miss
Hook"” would have fallen very flat, in-
deed.” As it is, however, the plece goes
into New York with many of its original
sins on its head. If some life {s injected
into It it stands a fair chance of making
a success; if it continues to cling to “at-
mosphere” and sleepiness itg
likely to be short lived.

career is

3eerbohm Tree announces that he will
hold another Shakespearian festival at
His Majesty’'s Theater in London next
May.

With “Glorious Betsy.”

that the romantic epi-
with the attachment of
¢ and Bettie Patterson
sejzed upon by either
dramatist, being full
interest, and of such effective
historical environment; but perhaps
fortunate that the author of “Glorious
Betsy” which was at the Belasco all
the week, was untrammeled by anything
which bhad gone
spared two unpleasant thi
ually
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Napoleon, reflected
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and made an ending more in conformity

with public taste and stage tradition.

The production of “Glorlovs Betsey.”
“Brown, of Harvard,” “The Boys of
Company B,” the writing of graceful
verses, and other literary successes,
places Mrs, Young well up in the list
of American writers of the present gen-

of
full
and reflec-

eration, and there is €very promise
even better things coming with the
maturity of the intellectual
tive powers,

Mr. J. T. Greln, about three months
hence, will take an English company for
a continental tour with a repertoire of
modern Englisk plays. A number of Mr.
Grein's friends are to supply the finan-
clal backing, and his own share in the
venture, he explains, will be purely hon-
OTArY.

Nat C. Goodwin will play a week's en-
gagement In New YorK at the Grand
Opera house, beginning on January 6. His
repertoire will consist of “An American
Citizen,” “When We Were Twenty-one,"”
“A Gllded Fool,” and “In Mizzoura.”

Cecilia Loftus is i]l with the grip at her
home, in New York City. Miss Loftus
will be in the support of Sam Bernard
when he goes out under the Shubert man-
agement.

Paul McAllister, Mrs. Leslie Carter's
leading man, has discovered a comedy of
the time of Richard Brinsley Sheridan,
which he is modernizing for production
by a prominent manager.

Rumors that Helen Byron, in “Peggy
from . Paris,”” had closed are without
foundation, according to her business
manager, Wallace Sackett, who forwards
her route from Dallas. Tex. He says she
will fill all her dates.

Adele Ritchle was taken ill with pto-
maine poisoning at Sioux City, Iowa, on
December 13 during the first act of
“Fascinating Flora.”” She was unable
to resume her place in the company unt'l
the latter part of the week following.

Lillian Russell is planning to go to

London in the spring with her new play,
“Wildfire.”
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NOTES OF THE STAGE.

Henry Frey, now playing in “Edna, the
Pretty Typewriter,” has signed a three
year's contract with A. H. Woods, to be
featured in the same play.

Mr. Oscar Asche will appear in London
next autumn in the part of Hannibal de
Tavannes, Miss Brayton playing Clos
thilde, in a dramatic version of Stanley
Weyman's “Count Hannibal.”

— *

Wallace Munro, business manager for
Louis James, recently acquired for Mr.
James from the Mansfleld estate “Peer
Gynt.,” in which production Louis James
will be seen next season. The intention
of Mr. James is to let the Shakespeéarean
repertoire rest for a season or two,

Miss Ethel Johnson, who has the lead-
ing soubrette part with Montgomery and
Stone In “The Red Mill,” before she had
her present engagement, was one of the
leading players in ““The Pearl and the
Pumpkin,” and prior to that appedred in
“The Tenderfoot” and other pleces.

Miss Ethel Jackson, who plays the title
role with Henry W. Savage's New York
“The Merry Widow™ company, and Mme,
Lina Abarbanell, who plays the same part
in Mr. Savage's Chicago compuany of “The
Merry Widow,” are exactly the same age.

They both were born on February 3,
1880.
Wallace Erskine, a member of “The

Prince Chap'” company
room

was found in his
in a hotel in Columbus, Ga., last
Thursday with his throat badly cut with

a razor. Members of the company believe
the wound to have been inflicted accl-
dentally. Mr. Erskine will probably re-
cover,

“Francis Wilson has one fixed principle
that raises him to the stature of a public
benefactor,” says .an of the
comedian. “When he gives his seat in a
crowded car to ch he
ways does, -because he is a gentleman, if
she doesn’t his courtesy, he
invariably lifts his hat, and sa
your pardon, madame, but you f«
thank me.” "’
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Mr. and Mrs. Morris Rogers, parents of
I
celebrated their

{Gus and Max Rogers,
| golden wedding annlversary on Dec, 15
| The celebration was held at Lesliec Hall, in

West Eighty-third street, New York, and
wag attended by nearly all the children
and grandehildren, A second marriage
ceremony was performed by the Rev. Dr
Light. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers were married
at Newcastle, England, on December 15,
1857. They have both passed their seven-
tieth vear, but Mrs. Rogers is six months
her husband's junior.

Aprepos of the coming engagement at
the National Theater of Henry Blossom's
successful musical play, “The Red Mill,”
with Montgomery and Stone in the lead-
ing roles, the following story is told of
the young author of ackers,” ‘he
Yankee Consul,” and Fritzi Scheff’s reign-
Ing guccess, “Mlle. Modiste." An admirer
asked the librettist if he believed in the
existence of the quality commonly ¢alled
genius. “‘Genius,” answered Blossom, “is
a bit of beeswax, stuck fast between the
seat of a chair and one's—er—overalls
until his work is done.”

The Best-dressed Actress,

The honor of being so described, it is
generally conceded, belongs to Miss
Marie Tempest, who is doing so much
at the Comedy Theater, London, to
make Mr. Sutro’s new play, “The Bar-
rier,” a record success. NoO matter
where you meet Miss Tempest—at a re<
hearsal, in the street. or at her charm-
ing house in Portman square—she al-
ways impresses you as being dressed
to perfection. Not only do her gowns
and hats exactly suit her personality,
but you will not find a hair, ribbon, or
thread out of place. It is difficult, in-
deed, to believe that Miss Tempest was
born so long ago as 1862, and that it is
now twenty-three vears since she made
her first “hit"” in “Bocecaccio’™ at the
Comedy. Thereafter she stepped rap-
idly onward and upward until she was
representing the leading heroines of the
comic-opera stage. “Dorothy™ carried
her along’ on its topmost wave, and she
sang in that piece so many hundred
times that she now has not the slight-
est desire to remember the extraordi-
nary total footed ur on the final night
40f that wonderful success,
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MISS MARLOWE IN “GLORIA.”

Miss Julia Marlowe appeared for the
first time this season as a star at the
head of her own company, at the Adelphi
Theater, in Philadelphia, last Wednesday
night, whep she assumed the title role
in “Gloria,” a new comedy written es-
pecially for her by James B. Fagan, a
brilliant young Irishman entirely un-
known in America. * Whipping is the
theme of the new play, for the action
centers around the punishment inflicted
upon a headstrong, captivating, self-willed
Italian girl, who plays pranks with her
lovers until finally one of them deter-
mines to drive the devil out of her by

physical chastisement. Misz Marlowe ap- |
pears as an Italian girl who scoffs at!
her numerous lovers and takes delight

in sending them on fools’ errands. One
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Liston’s Pleasantry.
Walking one

day I

through

Square with a theatrical bookseller of|
Bow street, London, Liston happened to |
nention sually that he was going to|
have tripe for dinner, a dish of wi h|
{ he was pa The bookseller, |
| who haté »! Beastly stuff!|
How can you eat it? That w enough c
for Liston. He stopped suddenly in tha |

crowded thoroughfare in
cester House, and holdin
by the exclaimed

front of Lei-|
g the bookseller |

a Youd voice: |

arm

“What, sir! Do 3 an to assert that
you don't like tripe?”

“Hush,” muttered the bookseller, “don't
talk so loud; people are starring at us.”

“I ask vyou, sir,” continued Liston, in|
still louder tones, “do you not like
tripe?"’

“For heaven's sake hold vour tonguel’
cried the bookseller; *“you'll have a
crowd around us."

And naturally people began to stop and
wonder what was the matter. This was

exactly what Liston wanted, and again he
shouted, “Do you mean to say you don't |
like tripe?’ The bookseller, mal
desperate effort, broke from him and
ried in consternation through (

after him: *“There he goes!
man who doesn’'t like tripe!”
mense amusement of the numerous pe-
destrians, many of whom recognized the
popular comedian, till the horrified book- |
seller teok to his heels and ran, as if
for his life, up Long Acre into Bow |
street, pursued to his very doorstep by a
pack of young urchins who took up the
cry, “There goes the man who doesn't
like tripe!"

That's the|
to the im-l

Moliere as Sancho Panza.

Though 4« man of so much wit, Mo-
liere's deportment was serious, his man-
ners grave, and his taciturnity remark-
able; yet, on the stage he performed
many of the mest farcical parts. One
evening, having to personate Sancho
Panza and enter riding on an ass, he
mounted behind the scenes, waiting for
his cue: but the ass, not understanding
the ‘prompter, would not wait, nor could
Moliere hinder him from making his en-
trance. In valn did the distressed Sancho
tug the halter; in vain he called to his
favorite, Baron, and his maid servant,
La Forest, to come to his assistance.
Seeing her master on the cupper pulling
with all his might, the girl laughed so
heartily that she had not the power 1o
move, and Moliere was at last obliged to
hold by the %ide scenes, and et the ass
slip from under him and ge forward to
act as he pleased.

| sensation in thelr musical comedy,

Leicester | U

NEW YORK THEATERS.

Special Corr dence The Washington Herald.
New York, Dec. 28.—With James K.
Hackett, in Sutro’'s new play, “John

Glayde's Honor,” at Daly’s; BEthel Barry-
more, in the itech-Lenox comedy of
“Her Sister.”” ar the Hudson; Maxine
Elllott, in “Under the Greenwood Tree,”
at the Garrick; Mabel Taliferro, in
“Polly of the Circus,”™ at the Liberty,
and Maude Adams back in “Peter Pan,”
at the Empire, this Christmas week was
surely a notable one in dramatic doings,
besides which there were several new
things In the minor theaters. The Lin-
coln Bquare started the hollday season
with “The Bad Boy and Teddy
Bear,” and the New Circle showed a new
piece that was enjoyed by the first-night
audience because Yorke and Adams, the
comedlans, created a genuine Christmnas
“Play-

the

ing the Ponles.”

Charleg Cherry sprained his ankle dur-
ing a rehearsal Monday moming, and
Miss Elliot's opening had to be postponed

until Wednesday evening. The Gar-
rick., therefore, remained dark the early

part of the week. Miss Adam’s opening
was originally set for Christmas Eve, so
that Hackett divided interest with Miss
Tallaferro when the week began. Any-
way, Sutro's long-expected play,
inaily presented by Ge Adex

in London, was the ing center of
interest and attracted a polished and
discriminating audi One never can
tell what a New York ence will, in

the long run,
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Channing Pollock's dramatization of
Edgerton Castle novel, “The Secret Or
ard,” leaves the Lyric to make room for
Mrs. Fiske, and will succeed “Tom
Jones,” the English comic opera, at the

Astor, Monday evening. Mrs. Fiske will
give the first periormance of Ibsen’s
“Rosmersholm™ Mcnday night, the first

performance of the play in this country
since the tentative production four yvears
ago by the Century Players at the Prin-
cess Theater in this city.

Mme. Nazimova changes her bill Mon-
day evening from “The Doll's
to “The Comet,”” the play which Owen
Johnston has written for her. The first
night will mark the return to the stage,
after four years, of Brandon Tynan, who
has been on David Belasco's staff await-
ing the production of his own play, in

- b

House™

which Belasco will star him. Tynan is » 2 2
loaned to Nazimova by arrangement be- ACTORS WHO S WHO.
tween Belasco and the Shuberts. The ———
leading part is that of a boy of twenty- Fred A. Sullivan, wh s the part of
one who falls in love with the m'uwss‘l.\!urg:m the caretaker, | T'he House of
known ag the "Comet,” who, out of re- {2 Thousand Candles,”” is a nephew of the
venge against his father, the destroyer|famous tragedian, the late Ba Sulli-
of her happiness, lures on the boy, in-| y.n
tending only to play with his affection, | S
| She succumbs to Jove n return, and the| I, the support of Robert =
tragic crisis of the play turns on this “Classmates,” shortly to be seen ap
| anomalous relationship. | Natior SR SRl Dy -
The end of the long run of “The Man |’ * “1_1‘“ . '\-\_“:: “"‘F~l‘;-- wir EL‘U“
. 2 ! iown p 'ers: all > JIgEr, rra
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